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Edison, New J erscv

DEDICATED donors and friends who had
turned out on March 31 to support Manavi,
South Asian women’s organizati sed by
New Jersey, didn’t need 2 reminder of why
they were there. Bug there it was.

“l wes nothing and Manavi made me
something,” satd Farha (name changed), 4
victin of domestic abuse, in a miwing testi-
monial to the organization’s good work, _

At Manavi’s 21st annual comymunity din.
uer and fundraiser at the Akbar restavirant in
Edison, N.J., some 300 guests, predominathy
women, sat around tables, rallying to the sgp-
port of the oldest organization for South
Asian victims of domestic abuse in Ameries.

Established in 1985, Manavi now ext (s
its s¢ivices te hundreds of women of South

Asian origin, Last yoar alone, 294 women

were helped, said director Maneesha Kelkar,

The organization offers counseling, logal

advice and referrals to imggrant wo
who, when faced with dormestic abuse, find
themselves stranded in a foreign country
without a sucial network 1o tusn (o, The. EHEH-
nization also runs a trapsitional home, Ashi-
ana, where women and children ean take
refuge umti] they gef back on their feer by
tearning English, and finding jobs and alter.
native housing. Nineteenwomen and ehildren
availed of these services last year,

Farlia, who spoke al the event, was one of
them. Her family in India arran eed her may-
riage in 2001 to & US-bused businessman,
Soon

it But her husband; ingtead of cele-

brating the occasion, ssked Bt ko have an
ahortion. A devont Musiim, Fay

Her husband, a man she had “really loved,”

exicted her from their howse, aud a two-gnd-a.
half taonthe pregaant Parba had o move i

after arriving in heve, she found herself

with relatives,

After years of itinerant life and unpaid de-
mestic service to utisympathetic relatives,
Farha, along with her daughter, took the shepy
10 move into Ashiana, “It was the most begi-
tiful place 1 stayed in all those four years,”
Farha said 10 & rapt andience. *The Almighty
has given me a wonderful new family,”

Another highlight of the evening was & talk
by Bapsi Sidhwa, remowned author and
women s rights activist, Fans clustered around
the table where Sidhwa sutographed by
books (on sale at the venue), before they ses
tled down to hear her witty speech about her
experiences on the set of Deeps Mehta's filin
Zarth {(which was baged on her short st wy The
Ice Candy Man ),

As stills from the film—which tackles the
theme of sub-continental Partitivn-. &y
peared 04 a screen behind her, her mischie-
vaus observations and down-to-carthi humor
about being & rookie on a film set were punic-
tuated by grim references to her own éxperi-
enees of the brutality of the event, which are
reflected in the bonk's namrative.

Sidhwa briefly mentioned hey experience
# & womens rights activist in Pakistan, 4 Int
of my feelings ebout orphanages and was
homes have pone into niy writing," she said,
Interestingly, her néw book is based on Melits
recent hil Harer which is set in a widews'
hotme in 19305 India,

Guests also browsed through items s
silent auction, donated or created by support.
ers, and several bent 1o jot down their bid,
The eclectic collection inchuded several Pt
ings, wall-art made of clay, a kets, n
oalloon-ride for two, and a professional col-
lege application consulting service.

Naytkas, a New York dance theater com
pany, put gp a scintilfating Odissi perfor
manee celebrating women power, jiv il
of the goddess Shalcths,




