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October 27, 2010

We at the NJ-based South Asian women'’s rights organization, Manavi, fully support
Queering the Air’s Justice Not Vengeance Campaign in response to the recent suicide of
Rutgers student, Tyler Clementi. We, along with many others from the New Brunswick
community were shocked and saddened by this recent tragedy. We stand alongside the
Rutgers LGBTQ Community in their approach toward this issue, noting how we must
address the issue of homophobia in all of our communities and stand up against all forms
of discrimination. This includes questioning the way in which Molly Wei and Dharun
Ravi have been targeted with xenophobic and racist remarks and sentiments throughout
this whole incident. We do not agree with their actions, but we also do not believe that
two 18-year olds should bear the entire burden of the homophobic attitudes that exist
within our society. If anything, this is a time to reflect and re-educate so that we can
create a space for young people to live their lives freely, safely and with dignity.
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